CLAIM AMENDMENTS 


This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 
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OFFICE OF PETITIONS 

1-24: (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 

a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

a bezel having a height for extending below the housing, formed as a separate 
element of and attached to a lower portion of the mirror housing, a portion of the bezel 
including an opaque contoured surface portion extending from the lower portion of the 
mirror housing, the bezel having an opening for projecting light through the lens; 

a light module disposed within the bezel, the light module having al i ght a light 
source for providing light to be projected through the lens; af^ 

a lens formed in the opening, the light projecting through the lensff.ll ; and 

a threaded fastener for attaching the light module to the bezel. 

26. (Original) The mirror assembly of claim 25 wherein the bezel is disposed 
generally beneath the backing assembly and the reflective element. 

27. (Original) The mirror assembly of claim 25 wherein the opening in the bezel 
projects rearwardly. 

28. (Original) The mirror assembly of claim 25 wherein the light source 
generates light to provide at least one of a turn signal light, an approach light, and a 
vehicle side marker light. 
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29. (Original) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in claim 25 
wherein the light source assembly has a reflective inner surface, the inner surface being 
shaped to direct a maximum amount of light emitted from the light source to the lens. 

30. (Original) The mirror assembly of claim 25 wherein the lens is operative to 
direct light through an arc extending at least 40 degrees reanA/ardly from approximately 
a line passing through the mirror assembly and extending perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle. 

31. (Original) The mirror assembly of claim 25 wherein the light source is 
operable to provide a signal visible through the light transmitting lens to a reanA/ard 
motor vehicle when actuated. 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 

41 . (Currently Amended) An exterior rear view mirror assembly comprising: 
a housing adapted to be secured to an outer surface of a motor vehicle and 
having a generally reanA^ardly facing opening; 

a reflective mirror disposed within the opening; 

a bezel formed of a separate element of and disposed in proximity to a portion of 
a lower transverse surface of the housing, the bezel having a height for extending below 
said lower transverse surface and an opening for projecting light in a portion of said 
bezel formed a contoured surface from the lower portion of the mirror housing; 

a light transmitting lens formed in the bezel; af^ 

a light source assembly having a light source, the light source assembly 
generating light projected through the opening in the bezel, the light source assembly 
being operable to provide a light signal visible through the light transmitting lensfMI : and 
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a fastener for attaching the light source assembly to the bezel, wherein the 
fastener comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener. 

42. (Preyiously Added) The exterior rear yiew mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the opening in the bezel projects reanA/ardly. 

43. (Previously Added) The exterior rear yiew mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 42 wherein the light source assembly is removably secured to the bezel. 

44. (Previously Added) The exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source generates light to provide at least one of a turn signal 
light, a vehicle approach light, and a vehicle side marker light, 

45. (Currently Amended) The exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source generates light to provide a vehicle approach light and 
wherein the lens ef ]s one of red, amber, and white. 

46. (Preyiously Added) The exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source generates light to provide a vehicle side marker light 
and wherein the lens is one of red, amber, and white. 

47. (Preyiously Added) The exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source generates light to provide a turn signal and wherein 
the lens is one of red, white, and amber. 

48. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source assembly has a reflective inner surface, the inner 
surface being shaped to direct a maximum amount of light emitted from the light source 
to the lens. 
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49. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the bezel is separately formed from the housing, and wherein a 
fastener attaches the bezel to the housing. 

50. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the lens is operative to direct light through an arc extending at least 40 
degrees reanA/ardly from approximately a line passing through the mirror assembly and 
extending perpendicularly to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle. 

51. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source assembly includes an electrical connector for 
supporting the light source. 

52. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 42 wherein the bulb holder is integrally formed with the light source assembly. 

53. (Previously Added) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in 
claim 41 wherein the light source assembly is operable to provide a signal visible 
through the light transmitting lens to a rean/vard motor vehicle when actuated. 

54. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 

a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

a bezel having a height for extending below the housing, formed as a separate 
element of and attached to a lower portion of the mirror housing, a portion of the bezel 
including an opaque portion being contoured for forming a lower contoured portion of 
the mirror contoured surface portion extending from the lower portion of the mirror 
housing, the bezel also including a cavity therein for receiving a light source and a lens 
over the cavity for allowing light through; aM 
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a light module disposed within the cavity, the light module having a light source 
for providing light to be projected through the lens for repeating of a turn signal or a stop 
light signal of the vehicle[[.]] : and 

a fastener for attaching the light module to the bezel, wherein the fastener 
comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener 

55. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 

a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

an independent light emitting portion having a height for extending below the 
housing and contoured for form e d forming a contoured lower surface abutting to and 
continuing the contour of the housing, formed as a separate element of and attached to 
a lower portion of the mirror housing, a portion of the b e z el light emitting portion 
including an opaque portion thereof for preventing light from passing therethrough and a 
lens portion for allowing light to project through the lens; af^ 

a light module disposed within the bozol light emitting portion , the light module 
having a light source for providing light to be projected through the lens portion for 
signaling of a turn signal or stoplight or puddle lamp function of a vehicleFr.H : and 

a fastener for attaching the light module to the light emitting portion, wherein the 
fastener comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener, 

56. (Currently Amended) An exterior rear view mirror assembly comprising: 

a housing adapted to be secured to an outer surface of a motor vehicle and 
having a generally rearwardly facing opening, a contoured back surface and a bottom 
portion; 

a reflective mirror disposed within the opening; 

a separately formed signal attachment disposed in proximity to a said bottom 
portion of the housing, the signal o l omont attachment having a height for extending 
below said bottom portion and an opening for projecting light in a portion of said 
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attachment forming a contoured surface immediately adjacent and continuing the 
contoured surface of said contoured back surface of said housing; 
a light transmitting lens formed in the said attachment; 

a light source assembly having a light source, the light source assembly 
generating light projected through the opening in the bezel, the light source assembly 
being operable to provide a l ight a light signal visible through the light transmitting 
lensfMI : and 

a fastener for attaching said light source assembly to said signal attachment, 
wherein said fastener comprises either a threaded fastener of a clip-type fastener 

57. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 

a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element, said mirror housing including a downwardly extending 
peripheral wall having a contoured surface and a lower peripheral edge; 

a signal attachment member formed independently of the mirror housing and 
defining a contoured option of a lower surface of the mirror housing, the signal 
attachment member having a height for extending below the downwardly extending 
peripheral wall, said signal attachment member including an upwardly extending 
contoured surface portion for mating with the downwardly extending wall of said mirror 
housing said signal attachment member including a lens portion signal attachment 
member being attached to said housing and forming a contour following surface from 
the lower peripheral edge; a«d 

a light module disposed within the signal attachment member, the light module 
having a light source, wherein from the source light source projects through the lens[[.]]; 
and 

a fastener for attaching said light module to said signal attachment member, 
wherein the fastener comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener 

58. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
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a mirror housing including an inner wall portion, an outer wall portion and a lower 
wall portion extending between said inner and outer wall portions; 
a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, said backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

a detachable bezel formed separately from said housing, said bezel attached to 
and extending below said lower wall portion, said bezel including a planar longitudinal 
surface extending between a front surface and a rear surface of said bezel wherein said 
front surface of said bezel is posit i on positioned adjacent said outer wall portion of said 
housing, said bezel extending inward such that said rear surface of said bezel is 
proximate a breakaway feature of the mirror assembly, said bezel further including a 
lens; an4 

a light source emitting light within said bezel, said light projecting through said 
lensff.11 ; and 

a fastener for attaching said light source to said bezel, wherein said fastener 
comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener. 

59. (Currently Amended) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 
a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

said mirror housing including a downwardly extending peripheral wall; 

a bezel formed independently of the mirror housing and defining a portion of a 
lower transverse surface of the mirror housing and defining a portion of a lower 
transverse surface of the mirror housing, the bezel having a height for extending below 
the downwardly extending peripheral wall, said bezel including an upwardly extending 
wall portion for mating with the downwardly extending wall of said mirror housing and 
having an opening for projecting light; 

said bezel attached to said housing; 

a light module disposed within the bezel, the light module having a light source, 
wherein light fofm from the source light source projects through the opening; aR4 
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a lens formed in the opening, the light projecting through the lensff.11 ; and 
a fastener for attaching said light module to said bezel, wherein the fastener 
comprises either a threaded fastener or a clip-type fastener. 

60. (New) A mirror assembly for a vehicle comprising: 
a mirror housing; 

a reflective element; 

a backing assembly supported by the mirror housing, the backing assembly 
supporting the reflective element; 

a bezel having a height for extending below the housing, formed as a separate 
element of and attached to a lower portion of the mirror housing, a portion of the bezel 
including an opaque contoured surface portion extending from the lower portion of the 
mirror housing, the bezel having an opening for projecting light through the lens; 

a light module disposed within the bezel, the light module having a light source 
for providing light to be projected through the lens; 

a lens formed in the opening, the light projecting through the lens; and 

a clip-type fastener for engaging the bezel and attaching the light module to the 

bezel. 

61. (New) The mirror assembly of claim 60 wherein the bezel is disposed 
generally beneath the backing assembly and the reflective element. 

62. (New) The mirror assembly of claim 60 wherein the opening in the bezel 
projects reanA^ardly. 

63. (New) The mirror assembly of claim 60 wherein the light source generates 
light to provide at least one of a turn signal light, an approach light, and a vehicle side 
marker light. 

64. (New) An exterior rear view mirror assembly as set forth in claim 60 wherein 
the light source assembly has a reflective inner surface, the inner surface being shaped 
to direct a maximum amount of light emitted from the light source to the lens. 


Application No. 09/495,105 


Page 10 


65. (New) The mirror assembly of claim 60 wherein the lens is operative to 
direct light through an arc extending at least 40 degrees rearwardly from approximately 
a line passing through the mirror assembly and extending perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the vehicle. 

66. (New) The mirror assembly of claim 60 wherein the light source is operable 
to provide a signal visible through the light transmitting lens to a rearward motor vehicle 
when actuated. 
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